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The Reforming Focus of the China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone: The Negative
Listing Regulation for Foreign Investment Accession
WANG Xin-kui

(Shanghai WTO Affairs Consultation Centre, Shanghai 200336, China)

Abstract: Establishing the China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone(PFTZ) is an important national strategy
meeting the new trend of economic globalization and a big movement made by the Central Party. It’s a good
chance for the Shanghai Pilot Free Trade Zone to take advantage of global trade of services and investment
rules reconstruction. China should meet the demand of the international rules to promote the development of
China’s service industry and trade in service. Among all the Shanghai PFTZ reforming measures in relation
to investment, the “negative list” is the most difficult one, and also an essential one to promote the reform.
Negative listing regulation is an important mean to improve the transparency and legalization of government
administration system, and is also one of symbols for modernization of governmental economy control regime.
There are some difficulties when designing the negative list, such as the choice of industry code length, the
carding of existing discrepancy measures, the reduction of foreign investment access limitation, and the raise of
degree of investment facilitation.

Keywords: the China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone; foreign investment accession; negative listing

regulation; reform
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