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(D China -Measures Related to the Exportation of Various Raw Materials, WT/DS394/R, paras.7.114-7.115.
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(D United States — Measures Affecting the Production and Sale of Clove Cigarettes, WT/DS406/AB/R, paras.265-268.
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(D The Treaty Section of the Office of Legal Affairs of United Nations, Treaty Handbook, 2001(10).

@ Glossary of terms relating to Treaty actions. http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Overview.aspx?path=overview/glossary/pagel_en.xml.

@ AR EIRPIR L AR AR ZH TR SR B PR AT, (HHEE T SR R 6 R RS I oA il
ZHEAFEE S I,

@ WTO Analytical Index, third edition, volume 1, p. 53.

(5 Technical Note on the Accession Process, WT/ACC/10/Rev.4/Add.1, 2010(3).
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(D Request for the Establishment of a Panel by the European Communities, China- Measure Affecting Imports of Automobile Parts, WT/
DS339/8, para.3.
@ China - Measures Related to the Exportation of Various Raw Materials, WT/DS394/R, paras.7.114-7.115.
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China’s Protocol of Accession:

Two Decades of Research and a Theory of Indirect Enforceability
REN Qing

(Zhong Lun Law Firm, Beijing 100022, China)
Abstract: Following China’s accession to the WTO in 2001, wide-ranging research has been conducted with
respect to China’s Protocol of Accession as well as the law of WTO Accession in general. And the research in
this respect entered into a new stage since the Panel Report of the case China-Raw Materials was issued in 2011.
In particular, certain fundamental issues such as the legal status of protocols of accession are reconsidered since
then. Notwithstanding, it is of significant practical values to further enhance the research, particularly for China,
because China’s Protocol of Accession contains a large quantity of WTO-plus obligations, and, meanwhile, more
than half of the disputes to which China is a party involve certain provisions of the Protocol. This article gives
several pieces of advice regarding the methodology for the further research, and presents views with respect to
two specific issues, i.e. (1) the protocols of accession are not directly but just indirectly enforceable under the
DSU, (2) the special methodology for price comparison shall not be permitted in anti-dumping proceedings
against Chinese products after 11 December 2016.
Keywords: protocols of accession; WTO-plus obligations; dispute settlement
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