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On Achievements about History Research of England and Wales’ Small Towns in
Viewpoint of Urban History
—Case of Industrial Age

LI Ming-chao

(Hangzhou International Urbanology Research Center, Hangzhou 310002, China)

Abstract: Industrial Age is the important period of the process of Urbanization in England and Wales. Since
the 1960s, research on urban development has been main topic of many scholars. As an important part of
urban system in the industrial period of England and Wales, small towns had a unique position and role in the
process of urbanization, but specialized research on the history of small towns, but a late start. In addition to a
comprehensive study of urban history, specializing in the history of small towns is still rare achievement, which
also shows the history of small towns is an emerging field of urban history in England and Wales. Development
of small towns in British history thanks to urban history to improve the overall level of research was the result
of a comprehensive study of urban history continued to accumulate and in-depth research. American and British
researchers studied urban history affected by the same interdisciplinary study of small towns also reflects the
history of England and Wales clearly interdisciplinary characteristics. While the research on history of small
towns was still facing some difficulties, it would become an important part of the urban history of England and
Wales, with the overall progress of urbanization and urban history research.
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