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WTO Members in Disputes Solving Multilateral Procedural Problems by Reaching
Bilateral Agreement: From the Perspective of the DSU Sequencing Issue
GAN Cui-ping
(East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The sequencing issue arising between Article 21.5 and 22 of the Understanding on Rules and
Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes first occurred in “European Communities—Regime for the
Importation, Sale and Distribution of Bananas” and was solved by consolidating Article 21.5 proceeding into
Article 22.6 arbitration process. Thereafter, WTO parties in disputes including China in over 40 cases reached
ad hoc bilateral sequencing agreement applicable to individual disputes to facilitate their dispute settlement.
Proposal to solution of the multilateral procedural problem is offered based on the dispute settlement practices.
Keywords: WTO dispute settlement; sequencing issue; EC-bananas III; bilateral sequencing agreement
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