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Civil Diplomacy under the Belt and Road Initiative: Reflections Based on Field
Studies in Myanmar

ZHANG Ling ' & ZHANG Wan-hong’
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Abstract: Taking Myanmar as a case study, this paper examines the successes and setbacks of Chinese civil
diplomacy. Having compared with Foreign governments and NGOs' activities in Myanmar, it points out that
China needs to further involve NGOs in cross-border exchanges with Myanmar on issues of policy making,
fund sources, implementation & monitoring, information disclosure and so on. It suggests that NGOs should
be granted legitimate statues as well as appropriate resources in participating in foreign exchanges; on the other
hand the government should clarify its policy orientation and establish concrete collaboration mechanisms to
facilitate NGOs' participation in this process.
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