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Status of Shanghai Foreign Trade in Global Value Chains
and Promotion Strategies

ZENG Fan
(Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: Even though Shanghai has successfully integrated into the global value chains and achieved rapid
economic and trade increase since 1978, it still hasn’t succeeded in getting rid of the risk and crisis brought by
the low level in the global production system. Nowadays, the supportive conditions, internal and external, have
undergone fundamental changes, how to make full use of the opportunities introduced by the global industry
competition pattern adjustment, international economic and trade system reconstruction, national innovation
strategy implementation and China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone establishment, promote the reconstruction
and design of policy, system and mechanism of industry and trade, break through and upgrade the lower global-
value-chain layer where Shanghai is now locked in, and promote the transformation and upgrading of foreign
trade and economic development, has become a new subject of current social and economic theoretical research.
Based on the global-value-chain theory and research methods, this article begins with analyzing the status and
trends of Shanghai foreign trade in the global value chains, then it explores the main problems and bottlenecks
faced by, and breakthrough for Shanghai to enhance foreign trade status on global value chains. With reference
of the global international trade center, countermeasures and suggestions are put forward finally.

Keywords: foreign trade; global value chains; Shanghai; status-enhancing
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