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The Survival Status and Spiritual World of Chinese Prisoners of War at
Japanese Concentration Camp

ZHANG Shuai

( Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Shanghai 201620, China )

Abstract: Since the Mukden Incident to the end of the WW I | the Japanese army captured a large number
of Chinese soldiers. In order to make use of the labor forces of Chinese POWs (prisoners of war), the Japanese
army set up several prison camps in order to imprisoned, trained, transformed Chinese POWs. Japan didn’t
recognize the political status of Chinese POW, so the Chinese POWs did not enjoy the rights stipulated by the
international law. In the POWs camps managed by the Japanese, Chinese POWs are subjected to hunger, cold,
torture and forced labor. The Japanese tried to transform the Chinese POW from “defenders” to “collaborators”.
In the POW camp, Chinese POWs suffered both physical and mental tortures.

Keywords: prisoners of war, POWs camp; anti-Japanese war; life of POWs
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