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Identification of the Limitation of Liability for Qil Pollution Claims
——A Case Study of Sanchi

YU Shi-cheng & ZHANG Yang
(East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: The aim of the LLMC ( Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims ) is to limit responsible party’s
duty through limiting the sum of compensation. There are possibilities that the claims for oil pollution of Sanchi
will be limited by LLMC if its cargo be considered as non-persistent oil. As the injured party of the accident,
China should avoid these possibilities coming into being. The scope of LLMC is stipulated directly by the law,
and one claim can be restricted within LLMC only when it belongs to the scope of the claims for damages.
However, there is room for the claims of non-persistent oil pollution of Sanchi to be excluded from LLMC
through legal interpretation method. There are some gaps and shortage of laws which about the compensation
for non-persistent cargo oil pollution damage being revealed by the analysis of the issue. The Sanchi case will
certainly promote the improvement of domestic law of LLMC and complete the law of compensation for oil
pollution damage.

Keywords: Sanchi case; found of LLMC; claims subject to limitation; compensation for non-persistent oil cargo
damages; limitation of liability
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