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“ Seeking Common Ground while Reserving Differences”: Evaluation of WTO
Reform Proposals and China's Counterproposal

HE Xiao-yong & CHEN Yao
(International Law Faculty of the East China University of Politics and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: In the face of the unprecedented crisis since the establishment of the WTO, the members have made
several proposals towards the WTO modernization reform. After a detailed analysis, it can be noticed that
though the WTO members share a common understanding of the importance of the WTO, their views differ
on the scope of reform. The proposals involve a wide range of topics: attitudes toward the Sino-US trade war,
safeguarding the WTO dispute settlement system, improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the WTO
monitoring functions and modernizing the trade rules as well as means to modernize the rules. For the sake of
maintenance of the WTO-based multilateral trading system and with a cooperative stance of “seeking common
ground while reserving differences, approaching the proposals of European Union and Canada, confronting
the problems and responding to the main concerns”, China should participate in and even take the lead in the
WTO reform by formulating and constantly improving its proposals while upholding its economic development
model.
Keywords: WTO reform; Appellate Body; CPTPP; USMCA
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