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A Brief Analysis of Possible Ways of ' Verification and Enforcement
Mechanism" in Sino-US Trade Negotiations

LU Xian-kun
(LEDECO Geneva, Geneva 1207, Switzerland)

Abstract: In the current Sino-US trade negotiations, the "verification and enforcement mechanism" proposed
by the United States has become one of the core issues. However, if any agreement is reached between
China and the United States, its verification and enforcement mechanism will be difficult to integrate into the
multilateral, and it is also difficult to imagine that China and the United States will sign any bilateral economic
and trade cooperation agreements or free trade agreement to include such a mechanisms. Therefore, China and
the United States must jump out of the box to think beyond the narrow framework of current bilateral trade
conflicts, and focus on the big picture of the international economic and trade governance structure and the long-
term development of China-US economic and trade cooperation. The two countries should consider to establish
long-term institutional arrangements for their economic and trade cooperation, within which to design the
verification and enforcement mechanism with a potential US-China agreement.

Keywords: Sino-US trade negotiations; Sino-US trade friction; verification and enforcement mechanism; WTO;
multilateral rules; bilateral
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