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A Study on the Effect of Trade Patterns on the Skills Structure

of China's Labor Force

YANG Jun-ling' & ZHENG Yan-xia’

(1. School of Economics and Management, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550025, China;
2. Maritime Silk Road Institute, Huagiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: International trade can affect the adjustment of the labor force structure in a certain extent, and the
existing research ignores the influence from different trading partners. Therefore, the author focuses on the
difference of the influence of trade on the structure of labor skills in China from the perspective of trading
partners. The results show that: The export trade of intermediate goods and the import of final products with the
developed trade partners play a leading role in the optimization of the structure of high-skilled labor force in
China, which is significantly higher than that of the underdeveloped trading partners; However, not all trade with
the developed trade partners can play a leading role, Such as the export trade of the final goods, the import of
intermediate goods for domestic production and the import of intermediate goods for export production, cannot
playing a significant role. At the same time, the promotion role of underdeveloped trading partners cannot be
ignored, especially for the import of intermediate goods needed for export production, which has played a more
significant role in promoting.

Keywords: trade patterns; skills structure; trading partner
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The Legislative Trend of the United States Reciprocal Trade Act and Its
Potential Impact on Global Value Chains

ZHANG Xiao-peng

(Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China; Shanghai WTO Affairs Consultation Center, Shanghai
200336,China)

Abstract: The main purpose of the United States Reciprocal Trade Act is to expand the authority of the
U.S. Executive Branch to impose tariffs on other countries, to allow the Executive Branch to negotiate trade
agreements with other countries, and to impose tariffs when trade barriers exist that negatively affect the sale
of U.S. goods. It's just a draft bill, but it reflects both the aggressive push of White House trade adviser Peter
Navarro and President Trump's explicit request for Congress's support and approval in his State of the Union
Address. However, there are obvious problems in the legislative basis of this bill, which violates the principle of
reciprocal tariff and Most-Favored Nation established by the WTO. The bill does not consider the trade structure
between countries as a whole and the rationality of its objective existence. It will greatly expand the unilateral
right of the President of the United States to impose tariff, and cause the natural development of global value
chain, industrial chain and supply chain to suffer great uncertainty. Whether the bill passes or not, it deserves
our attention.

Keywords: reciprocal trade; reciprocal tariff; US-China trade friction; GVC; WTO
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