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Analysis on the Transformation of the Sustainable Development of
International Investment Treaty and Its Dilemma

HUANG Lin-lin
(International Law School, East China University of Politics and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: The further development of the concept of sustainable development has a profound impact on the
international investment treaties, which include increasing the clauses about labor and environment, redefining
the scope of fair and equitable treatment clause as well as indirect expropriation clause, limiting investor-state
dispute settlement mechanism, promoting the sense of social responsibility of enterprises. Some countries and
international organizations have practiced at the domestic and/or international level, which is not only due
to the changes on the form of international investment treaties themselves but also because of the changes on
the concepts of international investment. But for the content of specific investment provisions for sustainable
development, the international community has yet to reach agreement. Traditional international investment
treaties still dominate international investment development. As the leading power on the transformation of
commodity output to capital output and the investment country under The Belt and Road Initiative, China
has better to make a request on how to realize its own benefits. It is necessary to support the basic concepts
of sustainable development and continue to focus on the sustainable development of specific provisions of
international investment treaties.
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