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Research on the Impact of Trade Facilitation Level of the Belt and Road
Countries on China’s Export Trade Structure

LIAO Jia & SHANG Yu-hong
(School of Business, Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The outbreak of Covid-19 epidemic accelerates the reconstruction of global trade pattern and the
supporting role of “Belt and Road” countries in China’s foreign economic and trade relations is enhanced. This
paper uses principal component analysis to construct a set of indicator system to measure the trade facilitation
level of 50 countries along the “Belt and Road” , and analyzes its impact on China's exports based on the
expanded gravity model. In addition, this paper also classifies China's export products from aspects of factor
structure, technical structure, system of national accounts and export margins, and analyzes the impact of trade
facilitation on the export of various products in detail. The study shows that compared with GDP, population
and regional economic integration organizations, trade facilitation plays a more significant role in promoting
China's exports. At the same time, among the sub-indicators of trade facilitation, port and logistics efficiency
and customs and border management have the greatest impact on China's exports. For different categories of
products, trade facilitation has a greater impact on China’s export of high-tech and capital-intensive products,
indicating that it has a positive effect on the transformation and upgrading of China’s trade structure.

Keywords: BRI; trade facilitation; gravity model; factor structure; technical structure
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