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The Contingent Governance of Local Government and the Change of
Grassroots Governance Organization
Taking the Functional Evolution of Community Affairs Workstation in S
City as an Example

WU Yong-hong' & LIANG Bo’

( 1.8chool of marine culture and law, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306, China; 2. School of public
administration, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China )

Abstract: Based on the experience of functional transformation of community-level social governance
organizations, using the analysis methods of organizational decision making analysis school and related theories,
this study finds that the contingent governance of local government is an important driving force to promote the
change of community-level social governance organizations. The change of community-level social governance
organizations is not a process of natural realization according to the "ultimate goal" designed in advance, but
a process in which local governments adjust their governance strategies and respond to the new challenges
in institutional practice. This process is full of strategic action and construction of relevant actors. Based
on the dual cognition of the community-level social governance organization reform, the local government
constructs the goal of community-level social governance organization reform after weighing the different
demands of different organizations. Through the way of contingent governance, it promotes the transformation
of community-level social governance organizations from three aspects of governance structure, governance
mechanism and governance orientation.

Keywords: contingent governance; local government; community-level social governance; organizational
change
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