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Research on Issues of China-EU Digital Trade Cooperation
LUO Yun-kai
( Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation, Beijing 100710,China )

Abstract: This paper analyzes digital trade rule claims of both China and EU, and gives some views or
suggestions on China-EU Digital Trade Cooperation. First, the concepts of digital product and digital trade are
analyzed. Secondly, the cross-border flow of personal data is analyzed. Based on its own privacy protection
standards, the EU will continue to restrict the flow of its personal data to China. We should strengthen the
protection of personal information. China strictly restricts the outflow of personal data, so it's hard to relax the
restrictions on data flow, and the freedom degree of data transmission to the EU can hardly be substantially
enhanced. Then the online transmission of digital products is analyzed. We will still maintain strict restrictions
on the import of EU digital products into China, and some restrictions adopted at present can't be lifted. It is
still possible for China to require foreign enterprises to disclose the source code. For the export of our digital
products to EU, the EU is generally open, but will adhere to the principle of audiovisual exceptions. Finally,
the issues of tariff, electronic signature and authentication and unsolicited commercial electronic message are
analyzed. China and EU will agree to temporarily exempt digital products from tariffs in accordance with WTO
regulations. The relevant provisions of electronic signature and authentication in existing FTAs can be adopted.
China and EU can introduce strict regulations on combating unsolicited commercial electronic messages,
which, while challenging for our country, is an opportunity to address the proliferation of domestic spam and
information.

Keywords: digital trade; digital product; data flow; electronic signature and electronic authentication;
unsolicited commercial electronic messages
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