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(D Seabed Minerals Amendment Act 2020 passed in Parliament. https://sbma.gov.ck/news—3/article36.
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@ B, 20204 £ EZ 4 ( American Bureau of Shipping ) H & #FFE TR b b & 65 iR R HRTEF ( Guide for Subsea
Mining ) , REAE T BT, ¥ R FRY B M AN ER . HET, ABSHL AN HAAT IR & BT
(ZU.: American Bureau of Shipping, Guide for Subsea Mining. https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/rules—and—guides/current/
offshore/318_guideforsubseamining/subsea—mining—guide—oct20.pdf).
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(D Responsibilities and obligations of States sponsoring persons and entities with respect to activities in the Area, ITLOS Case No.17, Advisory
Opinion, 1 February 2011, paras. 110, 242.

(2) Responsibilities and obligations of States sponsoring persons and entities with respect to activities in the Area, ITLOS Case No.17, Advisory
Opinion, 1 February 2011, paras.121-150.
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Area, ISBA/18/A/11, 22 October 2012, p.30; International Seabed Authority, Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration for Polymetallic
Sulphides in the Area, ISBA/16/A/12/Rev.1, 15 November 2010, pp.30-31; International Seabed Authority, Regulations on Prospecting and
Exploration for Polymetallic Nodules in the Area, ISBA/19/C/17, 22 July 2013, p.30.
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Experience of the Deep Seabed Legislation in Foreign Countries and Its
Enlightenment to China

WANG Hu-hua & ZHAI Zhong
(International Law School, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: A well-framed national legislation serves as both the prerequisite for ensuring a sustainable
development of DSM activities in the Area and the guarantee for the performance of obligations pertaining to
those sponsoring states as proscribed in international law. Foreign legislations are featured by the implementation
of direct obligation of environmental protection, the establishment of environmental funds and security deposit,
the improvement of safety operation and emergency management mechanisms, the refinement of information
disclosure and consultation mechanisms, the creation of personnel training and social welfare requirements
as well as the harmonization of the rules and regulations of the International Seabed Authority by proscribing
supplementary rules, which provide useful extraterritorial experience pertaining to DSM legislation. In view of
this, DSM legislation in China should adhere to principles of environmental protection, optimization of services
and maximization of economic and social benefits, formulating operational rules to fulfill direct obligation
of environmental protection, establishing a robust financial system with regard to environmental protection,
clarifying the responsibilities of administrative departments for the safety and emergency handling of activities
in the Area, refining the mechanism for the protection of rights of marine scientific research and the operation
of public platform for the DSM activities. Meanwhile, China should take steps for updating its legislation
so as to leave enough space for the further development of DSM laws and relevant international rules.
Keywords: national deep seabed legislation; international seabed area; International Seabed Authority; deep
seabed minerals activities
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