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Shanghai in the Context of the Relationship between Cities and International
Legal Order: Towards an “International Law Capital”?
On the Choice of Places in China's Overall Promotion of the Rule of Law
Concerning Domestic and Foreign Affairs

CAI Cong-yan
(Fudan University School of Law, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: In recent years, the normative role of cities in the international legal order has drawn increasing
attention by international lawyers. Given that cities obtain greater authority in the context of central-local
constitutional framework and Western powers had long been prominent in international relations, legal theory
and practice in relation to cities in international legal order has characterized with remarkable Western-centrality.
However, due to China’s rise, unique central-local constitutional framework as well the structure of political
authority, the interactions between Chinese cities and international legal order have the potential to proceed
beyond the Western-centrality. Shanghai has always been prominent in the process of China’s engagement
with international order, and is expected to play a greater role in this regard. Shanghai should recalibrate its
development goal in the light of the relationship between cities and international legal order, namely, moving
towards an “international law capital”. This is not only significant for Shanghai’s future development. It is also
helpful for China in exploring suitable legal forum in the context of comprehensively enhancing the domestic
rule of law and foreign-related rule of law.

Keywords: cities; international legal order; international law capital; Shanghai; foreign-related rule of law
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