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Analysis on the Evolution of China’s Africa Policy from the Perspective of
the “Principles of Pursuing the Greater Good and Shared Interests”

ZHAN De-bin & CHEN Jun-jie
(Shanghai University of International Business and Economic, Shanghai 201620)

Abstract: The year of 2023 marks the tenth anniversary of President Xi Jinping’s visit to Africa and the proposal
of the “Principles of Pursuing the Greater Good and Shared Interests”. Over the past decade, President Xi has
repeatedly mentioned or elaborated on the principles on various occasions, forming a rich and scientifically
sound theoretical system. The 20th Party Congress report once again emphasized, “Adhering to the principles
of sincerity, real results, amity and good faith and the principles of pursuing the greater good and shared
interests, strengthening unity and cooperation with developing countries, and safeguarding the common interests
of developing countries.” In terms of the principles of shared interests and the greater good, each is of vital
importance, but more emphasis is given to the latter. The “Principles of Pursuing the Greater Good and Shared
Interests” provides a new perspective for observing the changes in China’s policy towards Africa. It can be
said that China’s policy towards Africa has gone through three main stages: prioritizing the greater good over
interests, mutual benefit, and consideration of both good and interests. These changes are determined by a
variety of factors, including the ideology of the highest decision-makers, national strength, and changes in Sino-
African relations. Under the guidance of the “Principles of Pursuing the Greater Good and Shared Interests”,
Sino-African relations are at their best in history. This strongly refutes accusations from some western countries
of “neo-colonialism” and “debt traps”, and contributes to the international influence of Xi Jinping’s diplomatic
thought and enhances China’s diplomatic discourse power.

Keywords: Principles of Pursuing the Greater Good and Shared Interests; Xi Jinping’s diplomatic thought;
China-Africa relations; distinction between righteousness and profit
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