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CPTPP Core Digital Trade Rules and Responses to China’s Accession
Negotiations: Based on Comparative Analysis with RCEP

ZHANG Zi-lin & PENG De-lei
(East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237)

Abstract: Joining the CPTPP is an important path for China to align with high standard international rules and
promote institutional openness. China has expressed its determination to join the CPTPP on multiple occasions.
The digital trade rules are the key content of China’s application to join the CPTPP, and core rules related to
cross-border data flow, non-discriminatory treatment of digital products, and source code will be the difficulties
in subsequent negotiations. Compared to RCEP, CPTPP has higher requirements for domestic regulation of
cross-border data flow in China. China should actively utilize institutional innovation carriers such as free
trade zones, explore cross-border data flow supervision models, and effectively prevent risks such as national
security and personal privacy. The non-discriminatory treatment of digital products in CPTPP goes beyond the
scope of the existing RCEP rules. Due to the complexity of the regulation of digital products themselves, it is
necessary to reasonably design an open scope and ensure risk management. In terms of source code, China has
the same regulatory direction as CPTPP, but it is still necessary to consider the impact on national security and
cybersecurity during negotiations. China should first continuously improve its domestic regulations to smoothly
connect with CPTPP, and continue to promote institutional openness in the digital field through pilot projects
in conditional free trade pilot zones and free trade ports. On the other hand, we should make good use of the
CPTPP exception clauses to gain policy space for China.
Keywords: CPTPP negotiation procedures; cross-border flow of data; non-discriminatory treatment of digital
products; source code
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